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1 On Our Way 
Back: Practicing 
Radical Adaptation 
& Extraordinary 
Resilience
2022 was another year of tests and challenges. We have been 
through a period of radical adaptation with opportunities to 
perfect our skillsets of communication, connection, problem 
solving, flexibility, and resiliency. This year we tried to get back 
to “normal” - finding the new normal. Slowly we came back into 
our new Metro Headquarters and our staff began practicing a 
new hybrid model of working. Programs were revived with more 
in person opportunities while remaining cautious and safe.  
We had to adapt and pivot; we honed and developed our skills 
and increased our capacity to respond to the ever increasing 
demand for services from victim/survivors of sexual and 
domestic violence while also experiencing the many challenges 
lingering from a three year pandemic which reached into every 
corner of life.

Like other organizations, corporate and nonprofit, we too 
experienced some of the great resignation. We have been 
experimenting with finding the best hybrid work experience 
since the workplace has clearly changed and continues to 
evolve. We are reimagining our work culture with a focus more 
than ever on the retention and the well-being of our staff.

Throughout this time, our programs were reignited, revitalized 
and refreshed. We served 25,000 people over the course of the 
year and reached millions through our sexual assault prevention 
education campaign, Denim Day. Our 24/7 emergency hotline, 
serving the Los Angeles community for over five decades, 
remained completely operational throughout the entire 
pandemic. As we opened up and began in-person services again, 
our programs thrived. The counseling and clinical department, 
our TRIUMPH program with specialized modalities for healing, 
case management, accompaniments to law enforcement and the 
hospitals, all saw an increase in participation. Our new housing 
program intensified our work with homeless response groups 
due to the huge connection to domestic violence. And, we were 
able to supply direct dollars to victims/survivors of domestic 
violence helping them with critical support to prevent survivors 
from being forced to live on the street. 

POV Board of Directors & Patti Giggans at our 50th anniversary celebration
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Our organization was tested this year after being unfairly and 
unjustly accused of baseless and retaliatory claims by the Los 
Angeles Sheriff. We responded swiftly to counter with the 
truth, and were joined by many allies who know and trust POV. 
Throughout it all, our resiliency allowed us to not lose sight 
of our mission and provided us an opportunity to strengthen 
partnerships. It also served as a reminder of the ongoing 
need for us to continue violence prevention efforts within law 
enforcement agencies and to support appropriate responses to 
victims and the community. 

We ended the year with a huge celebratory event 
commemorating 50 years of social service, social change and 
social justice. After a postponement, we were finally able to 
gather and put on a big in person event!  We sold out to a huge 
crowd and honored exemplary humanitarians in our community. 
What a party it was - we hope you will enjoy all the photos!

This year was consequential in so many ways. No doubt 
challenges will continue in this post-Covid world that we now 
live in. We are proud of how the Board of Directors and the staff 
and our program volunteers showed up, responded and rose 
to the challenges we faced. We will continue to practice radical 
adaptation and extraordinary resiliency at every opportunity.

Patti Occhiuzzo Giggans
Executive Director

Mike Bayless
Board President

Overview of the year

24,747 | Our emergency response, legal 
advocacy, case management, counseling, hotlines, community outreach 
and training services reached 24,747 individuals in the LA Metro area and 
the West San Gabriel Valley.
.............................................................................................................................

14,361 | We responded to 14,361 hotline calls 
through the LA Rape and Battering Hotline and our PREA hotline.
.............................................................................................................................

1,146 | Our Domestic Abuse Response Team and 
Sexual Assault Response Team responded to 1,146 emergency calls in Los 
Angeles and Pasadena.
.............................................................................................................................

1,290 | Our intervention services helped 1,290 
individuals through case management, legal advocacy, PREA case 
management, Deaf services, and housing.
.............................................................................................................................

442 | Our trauma-informed clinical services reached 
442 individuals through one-one-one counseling sessions.
.............................................................................................................................

7,508 | Our community outreach reached 
7,508 Angelenos through our violence prevention education programs, 
self defense classes, In Touch With Teens curriculum, and professional 
trainings.
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Denim Day 2022
To honor our 23rd year, we went back to the roots of the 
campaign and some of our original messaging with the theme: 
there is STILL no excuse and never an invitation to rape. This 
message remains relevant - and critical - today.  We were so 
inspired by all of the testimonies, stories, photos and reports of 
Denim Days all over the world.

Denim Day 2022 kicked off with a news conference at Los 
Angeles City Hall, led by Los Angeles City Council President Nury 
Martinez, and City Councilmembers Nithya Raman and Monica 
Rodriguez, joined by Peace Over Violence Executive Director/
CEO Patti Giggans and Michelle, a survivor of child sexual abuse.

Denim Day Rally

Following the press conference, 
we planned for our first in person 
gathering in several years on the lawn 
of City Hall. Due to circumstances out of our control, the rally 
had to be moved at the last minute across the street outside 
the LAPD building. Thanks to the LAPD for their generosity in 
supporting this, and to all of the participants and supporters 
who showed up - and stayed! -  in solidarity. We were still 
able to have an amazing and inspirational program, including 
colleagues from our sister rape crisis agencies, youth from our 
programming, and Former Mayor of LA Antonio Villaraigosa! The 
program ended with one of our POV Youth Violence prevention 
specialists sharing a poem she wrote for Denim Day, and then 
attendees sharing why they wear denim. It was a powerful event!
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Denim Day 2022 Press Conference at LA City Hall
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Participants Included:

Patti Giggans, Denim Day Founder and CEO/Executive Director, POV

Antonio Villaraigosa, 41st Mayor of the City of Los Angeles, Co-Chairman and 

Partner at Actum, LLC & POV Advisory Board Member

Mike Bayless, President, POV Board of Directors

Sandra Henriquez, CEO, ValorUS

Michelle, Voices Over Violence Survivor Speakers Bureau

Sharon Shelton, Chief Operating Officer, YWCA of Greater Los Angeles 

Kim Goldberg-Roth, Executive Director, Strength United

Barbara Kappos, Executive Director of East Los Angeles Women’s Center

Patima Komolamit, Program Director, Center for the Pacific Asian Family

Wendy Blanco, Director of Counseling Services and Trauma Recovery, POV

Julia Francisco, Youth Violence Prevention Specialist, Senior at Miguel 

Contreras Learning Complex

And community members sharing why they wear denim!

This year we continued utilizing a peer-to-peer crowdfunding 
option to support our fundraising efforts. Transforming our 
“Dollars for Denim” grassroots campaign into an online one 
allowed individuals to sign up for fundraising teams and virtually 
recruit their networks to support the campaign. Shout out to 
our top teams: OCONN Human Rights and Action LC, Pomfret 
School, Brophy Advocacy Club, and Flagler County— and all of 
the teams and donors for Denim Day 2022! We also brought back 
our Denim Day pledge! Over 1,000 individuals took the pledge 

representing hundreds of thousands of participants.  
We are thankful to those who participated and took the pledge 
and shared responses to the question: why will you wear denim?

This year, we also continued our bi-coastal partnership with 
Denim Day New York City and were happy to connect pre-
Denim Day with an Instagram Live promoting the campaign 
and activities for people to get involved. We participated in 
tabling events all over Los Angeles spreading awareness. We 
were contacted by an organization, Womandla, in Zimbabwe 
and were able to help them with their Denim Day on the ground 
and virtually. We received pictures from an Army base in Puerto 
Rico and their Denim Day. Even the CDC mentioned us in their 
newsletter! So many survivors shared their stories with us and 
with others, joining in solidarity and empowerment. We are 
thankful to everyone who sent us pictures, shared testimonials, 
tagged us on social… all helping this campaign thrive! 

Save the Date for Denim Day 2023: 
Wednesday, April 26th! 

Denim Day 2022 Rally

Denim Day 2022 Rally
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Legal Advocacy 
Project
POV’s Legal Advocacy Project provides free, comprehensive 
legal services for sexual assault and domestic violence 
survivors and their families with legal issues in the areas of 
immigration and family law. In 2020 and 2021, POV’s Legal 
Services department assisted more than 500 clients per year, 
not including other referrals and consults. 2022 proved to be 
an even busier year welcoming over 600 clients for services. 
To help meet this demand, we were happy to welcome four 
amazing summer interns. Our summer legal internship 
program allows us to continue to meet this high demand while 
simultaneously teaching and guiding the next wave of future 
attorneys. We were also able to collaborate with Loeb & Loeb 
for pro bono help with immigration cases.

Client success stories:

In 2011, Ana* came to POV Legal Advocacy 
Program and received services and support to 
get her U visa. Now a longtime POV client, this 
year we filed her naturalization application 
and she recently became a US Citizen! 

We helped Eric*, a DACA recipient, overcome 
a minor arrest after immigration attempted 
to revoke his status out of the blue for an old 
driving under the influence arrest he incurred 
as a young adult. We fought the Notice of 
Intent to Deny and his DACA was approved! 

*clients names have been changed to protect their privacy
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POV Legal Advocacy Project Team



00

Annual Report | 2022 

Youth Over Violence  
Summer Youth 
Institute 
This year, 23 youth leaders completed and graduated from the 
Institute! Back in person and hosted in our new downtown Metro 
office conference center, the youth leaders gathered together 
daily and learned about ending violence in their communities. 
The Institute first focused on learning about critical issues 
impacting the youth, their families and community via our In 
Touch With Teens Curriculum. And then in the last two weeks, 
they chose special projects through intern tracks. This year’s 
tracks were creative writing, podcast development and art and 
activism which we call artivism. Tracks were led by passionate 
professionals experienced in their fields: creative writing by 
Rhiannon McGavin and Demian Pritchard; podcast development 
by Jason Barr; artivism by Ria Tirre and Jenni. Projects created 

reflected the theme of each track and implemented different 
violence prevention strategies.

At their graduation at the Bresse Foundation, the students had 
the opportunity to showcase what they learned throughout 
the summer and present their projects to their friends and 
family. Following graduation, these leaders will be influencing, 
organizing, and educating their school communities and will 
undoubtedly have impact on their families and the wider 
community. 

6

2022 Youth Over Violence Summer Youth Institute Graduates
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Evening Over 
Violence: 50th 
Anniversary 
On October 19, 2022 POV held our 50th anniversary gala - 
celebrating five decades of social service, social change, and 
social justice. This was the first time we were able to hold a large 
event in person since the COVID pandemic, delaying our 50th 
anniversary celebration until it was safe. We were ready! 

Over 350 people attended this sold out event; thank you to all 
who came and supported the night, making it both special and 
successful!

Taglyan Hollywood provided the perfect backdrop, gathering 
where POV’s roots started in 1971. Cocktails were flowing while 
people arrived and walked the red carpet, took photos at our 
step and repeat, participated in an opportunity drawing, and 
enjoyed the reception.

The program began with a spectacular immersive projection 
mapping experience, highlighting our 24/7 hotline, taking us 

7

Projection mapping at Evening Over Violence at Taglyan, Hollywood
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through the last five decades and the current work of POV. POV’s 
Advisory Board member and Artivist MC Maya Jupiter graciously 
hosted the night, kicking off the show; US. Congresswoman 
Judy Chu shared remarks and her support of POV, and Maya 
gave special appreciation to POV’s volunteers recognizing their 
importance and impact on the organization.

The first award of the night was the Public Service Award 
presented to Barbara Ferrer, the Director of the LA County 
Department of Public Health by Andrea Welsing, Director of the 
Office of Violence Prevention at LA County Department of Public 
Health.

The second award was the Corporate Award which went to 
Capital Group, and was accepted by Mayanka Melville, Director 
at Capital Group and POV Board Member along with Stan 
Gorbunov, Senior Compliance Specialist at Capital Group and 
also POV Advisory Board member. It was presented by Mike 
Bayless, Director of Development and Communications at St. 
Barnabas Senior Services & President of the POV Board of 
Directors. 

8

Host of EOV and POV Advisory Board member, Maya Jupiter

Honoree Dr. Barbara Ferrer
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The POV Board also included a special appreciation for POV 
Executive Director/CEO Patti Giggans.

One of the highlights of having our event at Taglyan was the 
amazing food they provided for us. Delicious Middle Eastern fare 
served family style to share was a special treat for all of  
our guests!

After dinner it was time for our next award. The Visionary award 
was presented to Dr. Robert K. Ross, President & CEO at The 
California Endowment by Sheila Keuhl, member of the LA County 
Board of Supervisors. Dr. Ross brought the house down with his 
acceptance remarks! Next a POV Youth Institute Graduate and 
high school student, Klover Cabral, shared a poem she wrote 
during the Institute titled Challenge Accepted - my life. LA Mayor 
Eric Garcetti sent a video to play in his absence and encouraged 
attendees to dig deep to support POV, followed by our friend 
Chris Mendoza, Executive Director at the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation, helping to raise funds to support POV launching into 
the next decade.

9

Honoree Sandra Henriquez

Honoree Dr. Robert K. Ross
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Patti Giggans took the stage for her remarks, reflecting on where 
we’ve been and where we are going – and where do we go from 
here? And then she presented the Leadership award to Sandra 
Henriquez, CEO of VALOR. Our host Maya Jupiter closed out the 
night with a performance of her song, Rico, bringing everyone to 
their feet! 

What a night! It was so wonderful to be back in person again and 
to gather in community, and to recognize the work that we have 
done over the last 50 years, and look forward to the future.

US Congresswoman Judy Chu
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RevenuesFinancial 
Statements

Individual 
Contributions

Other

Sales

Program Income

Corporations

Government Grants

PPP Loan 
Forgiveness

Foundations
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Revenues

Revenues

Government Grants 3,515,006

PPP Loan Forgiveness 712,597

Foundations 666,494

Individual Contributions 314,763

Corporations 98,800

Program Income 96,965

Sales 64,674

Other 29,440

Total Revenues 5,498,739

Expenses

Program Services 4,795,846

Management & General 325,959

Fundraising 181,548

Total Expenses 5,303,353

Net Income 195,386

Current Assets

Cash & Cash Equivalents 937,300

Accounts Receivable 1,347,499

Other Current Assets 8,456

Prepaid Expenses 79,586

New Property & Equipment 186,614

Other Assets

Deposits 58,923

Total Assets 2,618,378

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable 207,523

Vacation Payable 134,573

Accrued Expenses 40,855

Advances on Grants 527,077

Total Current Liabilities 910,028

Total Net Assets 1,512,964

Income Statement Statement of Financial Position
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Board of  
Directors

Mike Bayless, President
Brianne Palmer, Vice President
Dawn Bey, Treasurer
Mayanka Melville, Secretary
Jason Strzelczyk
Linda Ruffer
Quinn Shelton
Ronda Haralson
Rochelle Witharana 
Ron Burkhardt

National Board 

Esta Soler
Jackson Katz, PhD.
Jan Morris
Laney M Vazquez
Steve LePore
Susan B. Sorenson, PhD.
V (formerly Eve Ensler)

Advisory Board

Alison Grabell, Esq.
Alyce Laviolette, M.S, M.F.T.
Antonio Villaraigosa
Avis Ridley-Thomas
Betsy Butler
Christina Mauro
R. Christine Hershey
Deborah Kagan 
Debra Nakatomi
Elaine Tumonis, Esq.
Ellen Ledley, LCSW 
Jehan Agrama
Joan Crear
Kay Buck
Kellie Hawkins, M.A.
Kibi Anderson
Laura Harrison
Leah Aldridge, M.F.A, PhD.
Lorinda Hawkins Smith
Martha Gonzalez, PhD.
Maya Jupiter 
Michelle Santucci
Natalie White
Nick Moghadassi

Dr. Nooshin Valizadeh, PhD.
Pam Palmer, Esq.
Pia Escudero
Rebecca Isaacs, Esq.
Ronda Haralson
Sandra Henriquez, M.A.
Sharon Shelton 
Sheila Kuehl, Esq.
Stan Gorbunov
Yasmin Dunn

Staff

Afrah Shah
Aimee Berrios
Alec Nelson
Alessandra Marinelli
Alexis Contreras
Amber Greviskes
Ana Rodriguez
Ana Santamaria
April Hernandez
Ariana Garcia
Brenda Gutierrez
Bryce Garcia
Carmela Capinpin
Casey Hammons
Cathy Friedman
Cecilia Luna
Clarissa Goytia
Darcy Pollan
Deirdre Shipstead
Demara Folk
Dianna Duran
Edgardo Serpas
Elizabeth Bagasao
Eloina Hoffman
Elsa Espino
Emily Aviles
Erick Muz Arreguin
Ericka Perez
Esteban Salazar
Federico Carmona
Floyd Jeffries III
Francisco Gomez
Griselda Azmitia
James Campos
James Garror Jr
Jasmine Barnes
Jennifer Burnett
Jennifer Fletes-Galindo

Jessica Weinberg
Jocelyn Andrade
Johanna Rodriguez
Joy Chow
Julia Johnstone
Karen Alejandra Avila Mendoza
Katherine Jimenez
Krissia Retana Herrera
Laura Ripplinger
Laura Vega
Lizeth Castillo
Lorraine Villalta
Maria Cordova-Tirre
Maria Moreno
Maria Tepanohaya
Marilu Hinojosa
Maxine Estrada
Nancy Castillo
Natalie Limon
Natasha Campbell
Omar Lopez Sandoval
Patricia Giggans
Peggie Reyna
Pilar Montenegro
Precilla Howl
Qin Yu
Quiana Bulliox
Rene Martinez
Renee Maxwell
Rosalinda Mendez
Samantha Vanegas
Samantha Vega
Selene Palma-Hernandez
Shirley Alvarado-Del Aguila
Shirley LaBrie
Shirley Paz
Sky Ross
Sofia Rossi
Sonia Taizan
Tarah Medellin
Teresa Deukmedjian
Victoria Cruz
Virginia Garcia
Viviana Guerrero
Wendy Blanco
Xiaodan Altenbach
Yanina Diaz
Yomara Alcala
Yvette Lozano
Zerihun Tensay

Government  
Support

California Department of 
   Emergency Services (CalOES)
California Department of 
   Public Health
California Department of
   Social Services
Consulate General of Mexico
LA Metro
Los Angeles City Council District 4, 
   David Ryu
Los Angeles City Council District 10
Los Angeles County Arts & Culture
Los Angeles County Arts 
   Commission
Los Angeles County Board of 
   Supervisors, District 1, Hilda Solis
Los Angeles County Board of  
   Supervisors, District 3
Los Angeles County Probation   
   Department
Los Angeles Unified School District
Mayor’s Fund LA
U.S Department of Justice, Office  
   of Victims of Crime
U.S. Department of Justice, Office
   of Violence Against Women

Foundation  
Support

CA Women’s Commission
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Dwight Stuart Youth Fund
Ebenshade Family Foundation
Friends From Outside  
   of Los Angeles
Helmstetter Family Foundation
J.B. & Emily Van Nuys Charities
Kautz Foundation
Pledgling Foundation
Silicon Valley Foundation 
The California Endowment
The California Wellness Foundation
The Lucille Simon Foundation
The Phoenix Act
United Way of Greater Los Angeles
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Corporate  
Support

Aerojet Rocketdyne
Amazon Smiles
Angeles Psychology Group
Blanco Behaviorial Group
Canyon Ridge
Capitol Group
Cause Communications
ECHO - Employees
   Charity Organization of 
   Northrop Grumman
For Purpose Law Group
FRAME LA
Harper College
IBM Employee Charitable
    Campaign
Jag Jeans
Kroger
MUFG Union Bank
National Football League
Northern Pharmacy
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, LLP
Pomfret School
Shiloh Events
Silver Jeans
Tighe & Bond Westfield 

Major Donors

Angela Oh
Anne Finestone 
Antonio Villaraigosa 
Aviva Weiner
Betsy Butler
California Women’s Law Center
Dawn Bey 
Debra Nakatomi 
Dina Saalisi 
Elaine Tumonis and Edward 
   De La Rosa
First 5 LA
Gisela Friedman
HL Daily
Jehan Agrama & Dwora Fried
Jessica Lind 
John Perez, Speaker Emeritus
Leslie Kautz & Jack Weiss 
Los Angeles LGBT Center

Makenna Martin and the Fans 
   of Dodgers Twitter
Mark Ridley-Thomas & Avis  
   Ridely-Thomas
Maya Jupiter and Aloe Blacc 
Mayanka Melville 
Michelle Santucci
Pamela Palmer and Albert Karel 
   Charitable Fund
Patti Giggans & Ellen Ledley
Rafe Pery
Rochelle Witharana
Sandra Henriquez
Sasha Sobolevsky
SEIU United Services Workers West
Sophie & Quinn Shelton
Susan Goland & Russell Schwartz
Susan Neisloss
Susan Sorenson & Richard Berk 
Sylvia Vega 
The Estate of Robbie Rutstein
Todd Locicero 
UMich Friends for Anna
VDay
Western Justice Center

Sustainers

Alisha Hofkens 
Allison Wong
Amira Saunders 
Anna Cabrera 
Avi McClelland-Cohen 
Beth Tishler
Blake McCormick 
Brenda Ingram
Brianne Palmer
Chay Carter 
Chelsea Marquez
Ching-Ling (Cathy) Wu
Christina Mauro 
Danny Getzoff 
Deborah Kagan 
Debra Nakatomi 
Dennis and Joanne Keith 
Donna Kaz
Eleanor Victorioso 
Elizabeth Reilly
Erica Barry
Erin Mascho
James Jimenez

Jason Strzelczyk 
Jendayi Trimble
John Dowdle 
JuJuBe Love 
Julianna Koss
Krista Greff 
Lana Spraker 
Laurel Crosby
Lauren von Bernuth
Mara Lucien
Mary Lee Wegner
Matthew Wilson 
Melinda Nordeng
Meredith Vincent
Michelle Santucci 

Patti Giggans
Peggie Reyna
Dr. Ramani Durvasala
Ramona Lombard
Rina Mehta 
Saori Seki 
Sarah Leitz-Compagnoni
Utah Malone 
Yvonne Golub

VOLUNTEER
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CONTACT

metro headquarters
1541 wilshire boulevard, 3rd fl
los angeles, california 90017

213.955.9090 office
213.955.9093 fax
213.785.2684 video
213.785.2749 video

west san gabriel valley center
892 north fair oaks avenue, suite D
pasadena, california 91103

626.584.6191 office
626.584.6193 fax
626.243.7972 video

LA RAPE & BATTERING HOTLINE

626.793.3385
310.392.8381
213.626.3393

peaceoverviolence.org
info@peaceoverviolence.org

YOUTH

Building healthy relationships, families and communities 
free from sexual, domestic and interpersonal violence.


